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is not the point now." Then, returning to the matter of the
Congress, I said that the difficulties they seemed to fear might
be less formidable than they thought, and that by seeking one
could surely find a way to obviate them. Prince Hardenberg
announced that he was no more in favor of that expedient
than of any other, but that one must be found to prevent the
princes of Leyen and Lichtenstein from taking part in the
general adjustments in Europe. Upon that, the meeting was
adjourned to the second day after, and a promise made to send
copies of the declaration and the letter of Count Palmella to
me as well as to M. de Labrador.
Thus, at the very first contact, there was a clash between
the Instructions of the King of France and the resolutions
of September 22. The most striking thing about this first
dash was the weakness of the Allies. They were the victors,
they occupied the whole of Europe with their armies; yet,
at the first objection, they withdrew their first proposal
and produced a second, milder one; this one having been
likewise rejected, they put everything off until October 2.
Talleyrand was perfectly aware of this weakness, and he
immediately took the offensive. On October i, instead of
waiting for the meeting appointed for the following day,
he sent a note to the ministers of the five powers in which
he maintained that only the Congress had the right to
make decisions; the eight powers who had signed the
Treaty of Paris were qualified to act only as a committee
delegated to prepare the questions which Congress should
decide, and to propose the formation of committees which
it would be judged expedient to establish.12 The pseudo
law of force was emphatically denied, the superior law
of Europe reaffirmed, but without any justification. After
this he went to the audience which the Emperor had
fixed. Here is the report of this historic conversation
which he himself sent to the King.
When I approached him, he shook hands; but his look was
not at all as affectionate as usual; his speech was curt, his
w Correspondence inJdite, p. 17.